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The importance of Tfrtha-s and their legacy on Indian life, culture, art and thought 

has not been paid a deserving attention by scholars. Being a democratic country, India 

welcomes all kinds of religions, customs and beliefs. TJrtha-s, temple and Tapovana-s 

have played a crucial role through out the life of Indians. Hence, the motif of TTrtha-s 

co-occupy an eminent position even on the expansion of Indian culture outside India. 

The Skandapurana is a monumental work of this kind. It begins with the 

glorification of Kedarakhanda (1.2) focusing on the spiritual and intellectual light on the 

famous ksetra-s of Badarf {2.3), Mathura (2.4), Ayodhya{2.Q), Purusttamaksetra {Utkala or 

Orlssa, Jagannathapuri) and so on. Thus It can be stated that the Skandapurana 

considers the entire Bharata-ksetra as a Tirtha. 

This theory has also been agreed by Brahmapurana. The famous sloka from the 

Brahmapurana proves this:-

Jambave bharatam varsam tirtham traUokyavisrutam / 

Karmabhumir tatah putra tasmat tirtham taducyate // {Brahmapurana, 1). 

Thus as according to the pattern of Skandapurana, the entire Bharataksetra is a Tirtha 

and the Purana itself is known as' 77/t/7aSamhlta'. Thus the Skandapurana defined Tirtha 

as a means or a device like boat or ship, by means of which one can across this vast ocean 

of Samsara. 

Samsarabdher aparasya tarane tirthamisyate (Jain, Adipurana, p.48{i)). 

Skandapurana discusses different types of tirtha-s the forests, the sacred places, 

the sacred temples, the sacred lihga etc. 
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In Skandapurana many topics has been referred as Tirthas. Among the most salient one is 

Rivers, more than 50 rivers has been considered as holy water bodies as per 

Skandapurana from these rivers we are going to allude on 10 most important rivers. 

Rivers as Tirthas 

The rivers of India play an important role in Indian cultural life. The river system 

provides irrigation, portable water, cheap transportation, source of electricity and are the 

livelihoods of a large number of people and animals all over the country. All the major 

cities of ancient India were located on the banks of rivers. The rivers have an important 

role In all the religions. 

Indian rivers possess beautiful scenery and cool breeze and have created a sense 

of holiness about them in the minds of people which itself is the reason for the worship. 

Most of the work in Indian literature gives a vivid description of the river systems. Among 

the Purana-s Skandapurana is a typical example. 

Among the most distinctive features of India are its Rivers, which hold a highly 

religious importance among its people. Covering the vast geographical area of 329 million 

hectares. Indian rivers have been an important reason for the rural prosperity of India. 

Carrying a wider importance in cultural, economical, geographical as well as religious 

development. The rivers in India are considered as Gods and Goddesses and are even 

worshipped among the Hindus. They provide tourists a wonderful insight into the 

historical, cultural, and traditional aspects of India. Some of the most prominent rivers in 

India include Ganga, Yamuna, GodavarJ, Narmada and Kaverl The following rivers are 

described as Tfrtha-s in Skandapurana. 

t. SarasvatJ: While glorifying Tirtha-s pilgrimage, the purana describes river SarasvatT 

from its source to the Western ocean near Prabhasa, where it joins the sea.̂  River 

SarasvatJ issuing from the water pot of Brahma ^ started on its downward course of 

palaks^ HImavat, and praising through Kedara, from when it hims westward 

(Pascimabhimukhi ).* SarasvatT flows through western cause Pascimadesa, then she 

flows through Markandeyasrama, Arbudaranya, Vatavana, Kaka-tJrtha, Pundarika, 

MatyatJrtha, KotT^vara and Siddheivara. The Sarasi/at/river is believed to have drained the 
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north northwest region of India in ancient times supporting over 16000 settlements. The 

river does not exist today. But there are numerous references to it in the ancient Indian 

literature of Veda and post Veda period. Rigvedic hymns also describe the life and times 

of people residing in the SarasvatT valley. The sacred books reckon Sarasvati as the 

seventh river of the Sindhu- SarasvatT river system. 

History and Mythology: During the Vedic period, SarasvatT was recognized as the 

greatest of the rivers that nurtured the people living on its banks like a loving mother, 

and supported a number of learning centres and their resident scholars, ascetics, sages 

and seers like a benevolent deity. Vedic literature was itself written on the banks of the 

river. By nurturing such a pursuit of divine knowledge. Sarasi/at/approximately assumes 

the status of the goddess of language, learning, arts and sciences- the best of the 

goddesses. Mahabharata give reference to the drying up river SarasvatT. Mahabharata 

describes Balarama's pilgrimage from Dvaraka to Mathura along the bed of this river is 

described in the Mahabharata. Later, during the middle age, there are references to 

fissures and faults in the ground on the dry bed of river SarasvatT 

The main reasons contributing to the drying up of the river appear to be the loss of 

its important tributaries due to changes in river course. Climate changes like periods of 

drought and water seepage through earth faults, and fissures combined with the 

obstruction of river flow by shifting of sand due to high winds. The whole of northwest 

India, upto the Rann Kutch, was subject to earthquake activity, resulting in raising of the 

ground, creation of earth faults that contributed to the loss of water of the river. 

Skandapurana states that it also flows through the Dharmaranya ^ also. 

Dharmaranya is a sacred region to the east of MahTsagara. It was called PracTSarasvatT^ 

The tributary of this river is DrsadvatT The Bhuvanakosa section of the Skandapurana 

give a detailed description about this river.^ 

7. KSveri :̂ River Kaveri originates in the Brahmagiri hills in Kodagu, in a place called 

Talakaverl It starts its journey from the small pond called as Kundike pond, later the two 

tributaries known as Kanake and Sujyoti joins it. All these three rivers meet at the point 

called Bhagamandala. It lies at an altitude of 1350 metres and generally flows from the 
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south to the eastward direction. The river is approximately 760 km long. It flows in the 

state of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu and merges into Bay of Bengal. The principle 

tributaries of the river /Cai/er/include Shimsha river, /Vemai/at/river, AkravatJ, Honnuhole, 

Laksmana tirtha, KabanJ, Bhavani, Lokapavani and the AmaravatJ rivers. One of the 

popular stories regarding the origination of the river Kaven\s that - /?s/Agastya went to 

mount Kailasa and filled his pot with the snow water and went back. He started searching 

for the right place and handed his pot to the small boy who was playing there. That little 

boy was actually Lord Ganesa who selected the place to start the river and slowly put the 

pot down and disappeared. After sometime, Agastya called out for the boy. He got no 

answer. Soon he noticed a crow spilled the pot of snow water on to the ground. After 

sometime Lord Ganesa appeared with the smiling face. He said I have done nothing wrong 

but have helped you in finding the right place to start the river. Sage Agastya smiled and 

Ganesa disappeared. This is how sage Agastya brought river KaverJ to South India from 

the Himalaya. 

Religious Importance 

The river KaverJ is the sacred river of India and holds special religious importance. 

People in India consider river KaverJ Goddess and worship her. She has been referred to 

as the Goddesses KaverJ Amma. According to the legends she purifies our karman-s and 

washes away all our sufferings. She is the universal mother and is believed to give us 

peace. 

The river KaverJ \\2& been supporting a large amount of wildlife. Millions of people 

in south India depend on its water, especially the tribal population. Its water Is widely 

used for the purpose of irrigation and for the power supply. The hydroelectric plant built 

on the left Sivanasamudra falls on the KaverJ, was the first hydro electric plant in 

Karnataka. 

1. Kop-tirtha ^: It represents a Li'ga shrine called KotJ^vara. It was famous for the 

performance of Pranatyaga. Located in the south-east of Mahabale^vara temple. 

KotitJrtha is a sacred tank which is believed to contain waters of one crore [Kot!) sacred 

springs (JJrtha). On the southern edge of the tank is the Varadesvara lihga, which was 
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installed by sage Agastya. People consider it auspicious to bath in the tank and perform 

rituals for departed souls. Many devotees can be seen doing this near the tank bund 

where there are sheltered stone structures for the purpose. 

H?^?r^:'Wlrcliailol'!Jci«lie^U||T^iJ,fil: | 

cnrcfr^rT^: WIccHMxH'i^i^d^cldl: j 

q t^H.Hf i l ^d1 c|1cH<̂ '!Jih(H ̂ {^ ir° 

4. River Ganges: Starting from the foot of Visnu, it has been described as one of 

the most auspicious and sacred rivers of India. The Cahga reckoned as the foremost 

TTrtha* 

The river known as the Ganges is officially and popularly known by its Hindu name, 

Gahga. The river Ganges is very sacred to the Hindus. The River has its sources in the 

Himalaya, at Gaumukh in the southern Himalaya on the Indian side of the Tibetan border. 

It is 1560 miles-{2510km) and flows through China, India, Nepal and Bangladesh. The Gahga 

river basin Is one of the most fertile and densely populated river basins in the world. The 

river flows through 29 cities with a population over 100000, 23 cities with population 

between 50000 and 100000 and about 48 towns. 

Pious Cities Enroute the Gahga 

a) Varanasi: The holy city of Varanasi on the bank of Gahga is one of the 

most important pilgrim centres for Hindus and Buddhists. At Varanasi 

the Gahga river flows from the South to North. 

b) Haridvar: Haridvar is considered as one of the seven holiest places. According to 

legends, the Gods left their footprints on the land of Haridvar. Its geographical location 

stands as the gateway to the four pilgrim centres of Uttarakha^-. 
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Religious Significance: 

Hindus regards Gahga as the holiest river. It was named after Gaiiga, the daughter 

of the Himalaya. Pilgrimage sites are particularly significant along this river. At the 

confluence of the Gaiiga and the Yamuna tributary near Allahabad a bathing festival in 

January and February attracts hundreds of thousands of pilgrims. Almost all the 

Purana-s speak of this holy river. Skandapurana refers to it in the Bhuvanakosa section 

especially in the Gahga -Yamuna group. ^̂  

5. Mahi: This sacred river ^̂  was created by Indradyumna. " It has eighteen names 

which are to be recited for the religious merits. *̂ Sage Kapila asserted that the river 

Mahi is full of Tirtha-s and It is protected by Siva.^^ It is a stream in western India. Its 

total length is 500 km and its estimated drainage area 40,000. It is one of only three 

major rivers in peninsular India that runs from east to west along with the Tapti River 

and the Narmada River. Book 1- Svargakhanda, Section II - Kumarika khanda, chapter 3 

and the slokas 22-24 Bhrgu says about the importance of Mahi He says there is a 

splendid holy river named MahJ. This is the most important river in this khanda. It 

originates in the Pariyatra mountain (in Malva) and joins the gulf of Cambay {Khambhat 

or Khambayat). It consists of all Tirtha-s. It is divine and charming, gentle and 

destructive of all great sins. There is no doubt about it that the earth itself is present 

there in the form of the river. 

6. Mokfeivanr. It was called Moksa - tlrtha.^^ It was in Mahisagara with a well 

nearby. If one who visit in this Ttrtha, he will never be a ghost in his family. By the power 

of this holy TTrtha all the ghosts obtained liberation. Book 1, Mahesvarakhanda, section II 

Kumahkakhnda, chapter 56, Avantikhanda chapter 160 is also mentioned about the 

Moksatirtha. 

dd)«'l^d.rH|U^M3|^^tt1c^'^'H<Hd^^ I 

•i^f^ci ^ciJio-«j3^j^Pit?T?^rcnHi^: 11 
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H^yc||^JHK^H4f^di <^M^\ <H<5) 11 

m>fiA 31lc|«H^yug ̂ dJWU^ jfRHĉ l25JHIellc<WJclu1«H <Hm '^<^^d<?ldd.Hlt.i||^:) 

7. MahJsagarasahgamam: it is the river near /Wa/?/ where it joins the sea and it is 

famous for its sanctity and for sacred bath." It is a holy TCrtha. 

8. Siddhakupa. It lays near by the shrine of Siddhesvara. ^^ 

9. Chidreivara: Patalagahga lays adjacent to it and is praised for sacred bath. ^̂  

10. Brahmya tirtha: Visnu took bath in this pond and worshipped the lord Arunagiri. ^° 

Due to a holy dip in this Tirtha even Brahmana can dispel his sin imnrediately (sloka -108). 

In the month of MargasJrsa devotees come here from various regions, takes bath every 

day in the TTrthaan6 worship Lord Arunacala. 

Rivers are the backbone of human civilization. They provide us with fresh water 

which is helpful for various purposes such as drinking, cleaning etc. The Skandapurna 

provides a deep insight into the basic necessities of human beings. 
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